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@ Strengthen your faith in the Bible 
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times 
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Instructive Booklets 


In addition to the MESSAGE you should 
by all means read the following booklets. 
Each booklet is a complete subject of itself. 
The Bible is made understandable and in- 
teresting to study. 
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re 


@ Your loved relatives 


@ Your friends— (Protestant, 
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A Booklet for These Times 


The Coming of Jesus and Elijah 
and the 
Great Battle of Armageddon 


Have you read the booklet on this vital 
subject? 


@ It reveals Biblical evidence concerning 
the second coming of Jesus and the estab- 
lishment of His Kingdom. 


@ It shows conclusively that Elijah the 
prophet is to appear as the forerunner of 
Jesus. 


@ It contrasts his mission with that of 
John the Baptist. 


@ It reveals the great moral reforma- 
tion that will follow his appearing. 


@ This booklet describes concisely the 
Battle of Armageddon, its outcome, and the 
peace that shall follow. 


Send for your copy today. 
64 pages, size 6 by 9 inches. Price 20 cents. 


This same edition is available in pocket 
size, set in smaller type. Get these copies 
to send to your friends. 


One dozen copies 50 
Single copies 10 


This booklet, The Coming of Jesus 
and Elijah and the Great Battle of 
Armageddon has recently been _ trans- 
lated into the Polish language. 
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Subscribers, please send in names of your 
friends, who may be interested in reading 
this publication, for free sample copies. No 
obligation on your part or theirs. 
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On Sowing and Reaping 


Dear Sister, 

A good thought from “Our Thoughts- 
Negative or Positive” in the last MESSAGE 
was so good—so many things to impress 
our minds. We must be attuned to God by 
positive thoughts if we would secure the 
divine music of His favor. It will take 
effort to be positive in our thought pattern. 

This shows that if we are to havea share 
in the harvest, we must put forth every 
effort in sowing and cultivating now. We 
cannot expect to gain entrance unless we 
are honorable in everything that we do 
and say, working diligently in the field in 
which we have been called to work. 

We cannot relax now that we have 
accepted His offer, but work with zeal. 

Selma, Iowa Wi do 


On Thought Control 


Dear Sister: 

Recently I read that “Any great human 
accomplishment demands a consecration of 
the will and a concentration of effort. This 
is true of the liberation of men and nations 
as it is of the conquest of space.” Perhaps 
we can glean a few good or interesting 
thoughts from these words. Likely the 
greatest accomplishment in this mortal 
existence is to bring every thought under 
control and hold them under control unto 
the end, II Cor. 10:4, 5. Every one who 
attains perfect thought control will be 
rewarded with eternal life. “There is no 
criticism so productive of quick results as 
self-criticism.” Here the matter under con- 
demnation can be remedied at once. 


DON’T SELL OUT 


“If God is in the thoughts you think, 

The words you speak, the deeds you do; 
If from the wrong you truly shrink 

That with our Lord you may go through, 
If you’re a light along life’s road 

That helps your fellow men to see, 

Then do not ask to shift your load. 

And from your many duties flee. 

If God is in the way you take, 

Though rough sometimes the pathway seems, 
If friends of other days forsake, 

And former plans fade from your dreams, 
If for your talents men may bid, 

And make fair offers for your time, 

Think of the things that others did 

That robbed them of things sublime. 


Don’t sell your soul and all that’s grand 
For worldly glitter, wealth or fame, 

For when before the Lord you stand 
You’ll want a noble, spotless name 
That’s backed by holy, matchless grace 
Sent down from God on Heaven’s throne, 
Who seeks to keep you in your place, 
And robe and crown you as His own.” 


Lewisburg, Pa. E. B. 
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The Keeping Jehovah 


read almost any day in connection with world events, 

of flood, storm, earthquake, disaster, and crime, of 
race tension and uprising, of social and economic unrest, 
of turmoil that scars the nations of earth, a very comfort- 
ing verse of Scripture should come to mind: “Come, my 
people, enter into thy chambers and shut thy doors about 
thee; hide thyself as it were for a little moment, 
until the indignation be overpast” (Isa. 26: 20). What a 
blessed privilege to be called “my people,” the true 
Israel of God, the “righteous little people” called out and 
preserved in these last perilous days, and given this loving 
invitation, “Come, my people, enter into thy chambers 
and shut thy doors about thee.” This chamber is also the 
strong tower into which the righteous may run and be 
safe. And do we not need a place of safety? We see the 
nations rushing “like the rushing of many waters,” and 
few, of all earth’s inhabitants, know what the outcome 
will be. Soon, yes, very soon, “The Lord cometh out of his 
place to punish the inhabitants of the earth for their 
iniquity.” And “God shall rebuke them and they shall 
flee afar off, and shall be chased as the chaff of the moun- 
tain before the wind, and as a rolling thing (thistledown) 
before the whirlwind” (Isa. 17:13). In His chamber 
(tower) only, can we hide in safety from this “indig- 
nation.” 

The present generation, considering their enlighten- 
ment, are making for themselves even a darker record 
than many that have gone before. They challenge the 
authority of the Eternal, worshipping the god of pleasure, 
and personal possession and aggrandizement, more than 
the Creator. They say to God, “Depart from us; for we 
desire not the knowledge of thy ways. What is the 
Almighty, that we should serve him? and what profit 
should we have, if we pray unto him?” (Job 21: 14, 15), 
and yet He remains silent until the harvest of the earth 
becomes fully ripe. 

We read in the prophecies of Jeremiah, “The nations 
have drunken of her [Babylon’s] wine; therefore the 
nations are mad.” We who have abandoned the use of 
this wine and have become sober by drinking freely of 
the water of Life, have seen for many years the fulfill- 
ment of this prophecy. But we see today that they are 
not only drunken on this wine of Babylon—confusion— 
religiously, but in this age of enlightenment, of higher 
education, of advanced civilization, the multitudes are 
drinking to the very dregs the cup of confusion politi- 
cally, economically, and morally. In fact they are so hope- 
lessly intoxicated with the work their own hands have 
wrought that they do not see they are rushing to their 
own destruction. 


After reading the newspaper headlines that can be 


Frustration—National, Domestic 


Was there ever such a time in the world’s history when 
such desperate and despairing efforts were being made 
by the few to prevent the catastrophe of war, and at the 
same time such colossal preparations were being made 


for it? Truly they cry “Peace, peace, when there is no 
peace.” Was there ever a time when treaties, pacts, con- 
ferences, etc., were treated with such contempt? Each 
of earth’s two major nations watches with jealous eye 
the armed strength of the other—his potential enemy— 
and determines that it shall not outsize his own. We are 
living in a time when men and nations are governed by 
greed, hatred, and rivalry, and no contract is sacred, no 
rights respected. 

As long as the nations of the world resort to war to 
settle their differences, as long as a strong nation can 
overpower and conquer a weaker one upon the slightest 
pretext, or no pretext at all, how far removed are they 
from the savage or barbarous tribes who in their igno- 
rance knew no other means than the spear, the battle- 
axe, the tomahawk, or the poisoned arrow? 

Let us look in another direction. It is an accepted fact 
that the home is the smallest—but not the least impor- 
tant—unit in civilized life. In fact, its very roots are 
propagated and nourished in that sacred institution. 
When the roots begin to decay, what of the tree? The 
downfall of the home and the decay of family life are 
evident on every hand. The divorce decree is almost as 
common as the marriage certificate. Childhood is blighted 
and youth frustrated and demoralized by the dissensions 
of parents and disrupted homes. Parental authority is 
practically nil in too many other homes, and the children 
are allowed to grow up developing their “individuality.” 
It develops to the point of rebellion against all authority; 
hence the youthful criminal abounds. Naturally the child 
who is not subject to discipline and taught to respect 
the authority of parents and superiors will not grow 
into a law-respecting citizen. In this matter we are proba- 
bly behind some less favored peoples. 


Downgrading Trends 


Was there ever a time since the Dark Ages when 
morality was at such a low ebb; when honesty, integrity, 
sobriety, and chastity ceased to be virtues as they have 
today among the masses? In short, when all standards 
are dropped and every person does that which is right 
in his own eyes? Perhaps it were better to say, when the 
majority do as they please with no thought or care about 
the right or wrong of the matter. 

We who are along in years have a distinct remem- 
brance of our school days when we learned that one 
characteristic of savage and barbarous tribes was that 
they wore little or no clothing. We also learned that one 
of the first steps taken by missionaries in civilizing a 
people was to induce them to wear the clothing of civi- 
lized nations. But what of these so-called civilized peoples 
today? We can see on the streets almost any day now 
men, women, and children, less than half clothed, with 
bodies browned by the sun to the shade of the native 
Malay. Can we say that these modes of dress are far 
removed from the loin-cloth of the savage or barbarian? 
And even worse than barbarism are the nude cults that 
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may be found in many parts of our own and other 
countries. 

Paganism exulted in cruel diversions and amusements. 
Gladiators fought to the death in the arena to entertain 
the Roman populace. Thousands of men and women 
applauded when a combatant went down, and the arena 
was often soaked with the blood of its victims. No, we do 
not have gladiatorial combats, but we do have prize 
fights. Men pound and bruise each other into insensi- 
bility in the prize ring, and the seats are filled with 
applauding thousands of both sexes. Men, women, and 
children of tender years, sit in their homes and watch 
television—so absorbed with what they see that they 
almost forget their meals—witnessing that which is 
by no means conducive to mental or moral improvement. 
How far removed from paganism are these present day 
amusements? Which is worse, to be amused and enter- 
tained with a combat between two individuals armed for 
the fray, and who know what the outcome will be for 
one or both of them; or to witness, with thrills, the repro- 
duction of a cold-blooded murder of an innocent person? 
Ah! civilization, shouldst thou not call paganism thy 
kinswoman? 

These are a few of the most obvious signs which show 
our barbaric trend; others there are in abundance. But 
what can we do about it? Nothing in general; much in 
particular. We can keep our own particular selves free 
from such a world and its contaminating influence. And 
this we must do. “Come out from among them, and be ye 
separate, saith the Lord; and touch not the unclean 
thing” (II Cor. 6: 17). It means much to be in the world 
but not of it. We must lay not one grain of incense upon 
a pagan altar by conforming to any of their customs. 
There are no more explicit commands in the Bible than 
those regarding separation from the world. Why should 
any one having the eyes of his understanding enlightened 
want to bea part of such a wicked, immoral, pagan world, 
rushing madly to its own destruction? Why should any 
woman or girl want to follow the pagan modes of dress— 
or rather of undress? Let us remember, too, that idols 
in our hearts will as truly separate us from God as if 
we worshipped at a pagan shrine. 


The Almighty Keeper 


We read in Isaiah 55:8, 9, “For my thoughts are not 
your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith 
the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 
so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts 
than your thoughts.” The only way to gain eternal life 
is to ‘wage a good warfare against sin and evil. If we 
cannot bring all our thoughts into subjection and wage 
a good warfare against sin and evil we are not worthy 
of the prize. The keeping Jehovah looks out upon the 
field of humanity, and He plans to save every one who 
will do His will, every one who will be an overcomer. 
Not only will He fill this earth with happy, immortal 
beings, but He has already filled innumerable worlds in 
the immensity of space. 

In Psalm 130: 7 we find other attributes of the keeping 
Jehovah: “Let Israel hope in the Lord: for with the Lord 
there is mercy, and with him is plenteous redemption.” 
Truly we can hope in the Lord. In fact, He is the only 
one in whom we can hope without disappointment. If 
we hope in ourselves we shall surely fail; not that we 


will neglect doing everything in our power to obtain 
what we desire, but it is physically impossible to fulfil 
our wish due to human limitations, and the fickle nature 
of our mind. If we hope in others, they too are limited 
by the same handicaps as we ourselves; and besides, we 
have no assurance that we can continue in their good 
grace. We may bask in the sunshine of their favor one 
day, and they may turn a cold shoulder the next. 

But with the Almighty it is different, we can hope 
in Him, “Every good gift, and every perfect gift is from 
above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with 
whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning” 
(Jas. 1:17). 

And who could fail to agree with the Psalmist that 
“with the Lord there is mercy”? Surely His longsuffer- 
ing with the human race, and with us, is beyond any- 
thing we could reasonably expect. Since the dawn of 
civilization man’s record has been one of wars, of atroci- 
ties, of inhumanity man to man. The earth is the property 
of Almighty God, yet He has suffered the masses to 
desecrate it with all sorts of crime, debauchery and mis- 
behavior. Pleasure seeking, graft, political corruption, 
and iniquity of all kinds have gone almost unchecked, and 
still the Almighty allows man to run his course. 

How we should see to it every day that we are keeping 
in the chamber, that we are encompassed by this strong 
tower, this wonderful word of the Lord. It is ours to 
ascend the tower, to enter the chamber, and to shut the 
doors about us—this door of faith held tight and secure 
by the strong bolts of evidence of the truthfulness of 
His word and the surety of His promises. Then it is 
ours to trust in God to do the keeping. As long as we stay 
in the chamber we shall be protected; and truly only 
the Eternal can keep us. What power have we to protect 
ourselves from the dangers which threaten on every 
hand? 

Recurrently earthquakes and devastating storms 
sweep over sections of our country, as have occurred so 
recently, and we see how puny is the power of man 
against the great forces of nature; and how much less 
potent will he be against the power of nature’s God! Why, 
then, should we not be willing, even anxious to trust our- 
selves to the keeping of the great and all-wise Being who 
made heaven and earth, who holds the waters of the sea 
in His hand and pours them out upon the earth? 


Being Kept 


Being “kept”—that is a most comforting thought. 
Being willing to swbmit to His keeping is the high lesson 
for the Christian to learn. Said Peter, in the assurance 
of self-keeping, “Though all men should deny thee, yet 
will not I.” He soon learned how poor is that keeping 
which one can set about himself if not fortified by an 
inner trust born of a strong abiding faith in God. In how 
short a time he sprawled in cowardice and denial! He 
learned through sad experience that it is better to trust 
in the Lord than to put confidence in man—in the flesh. 
Had Peter’s mind been stayed upon the Lord, he would 
not have forgotten the warning words of Jesus spoken so 
short a time before, “Before the cock crow thou shalt 
deny me thrice.” But, this impetuous disciple, trusting in 
his own strength, only “remembered the words of the 
Lord” after the dastardly act was done. 

What an example to us! Do we remember the word of 
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the Lord that it may fortify us against any trial? Are 
we giving the more earnest heed to the things we have 
heard, lest we let them slip when the crucial test comes? 
Jesus said upon one occasion, “Remember Lot’s wife.” 
It would be well for us to remember Peter’s trial. After 
Peter was fully converted he uses different speech. In 
his First Epistle he says, “Kept by the power of God 
through faith unto salvation.” Should your faith need 
strengthening in this matter of the Lord’s keeping, turn 
to Psalm 121; read it, meditate upon it, believe in its 
promises with all your heart, and you will find that 
“perfect peace’ which comes to one “whose mind is 
stayed on thee.” Why shall he be kept? “Because he trust- 
eth in thee.” That is our part of the work. 

“I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills,” wrote the 
Psalmist, “from whence cometh my help.” Moffatt’s 
translation reads, “I lift mine eyes to the mountains.” 
Yes, we too must look to the mountains, the high ones, 
not those down in the valleys. One does not get help by 
looking to or consulting with those living on the lower 
levels. We must look to the High and Lofty One who 
inhabits eternity, and consult with those high, strong 
ones who lead in the way to the mountain of His holi- 
ness. Look to the mountains, the elevated ones. 

“My help cometh from the Lord, which made heaven 
and earth” (v. 2). Our attention is called to His mighty 
works, that we might know His power. Since He could 
make this earth with all its wonders, and the glorious 
heavens with all their shining hosts, is He not able to 
keep and protect their inhabitants? 

“He will not suffer thy foot to be moved” (v. 3). But 
to merit this care, what must we do? “Ponder the path 
of thy feet, and let all thy ways be established. Turn 
not to the right hand nor to the left: remove thy foot 
from evil” (Prov. 4: 26, 27). This is the keeping com- 
mand for the feet. 

“He that keepeth thee will not slumber. Behold, he 
that keepeth Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep” (Ps. 
121: 4). A beautiful expression of God’s constant care over 
His faithful children! Neither must we fall into a spiritual 
slumber. God will not protect a sleepy Christian, one 
who is not keeping wide awake to the dangers which 
beset his path on every hand. When one is drowsy he 
does not see the pitfalls, the stumbling blocks, of which 
there are many. In a slumbering moment the “little 
member,” the tongue, speaks words to no profit, fool- 
ish words; the keeping command which is its especial 
recommendation is drowsily unobserved. It is: “keep thy 
tongue from evil, and thy lips that they speak no guile.” 
Evil feelings, sensitiveness, selfishness, jealousy, envy, 
pride, may be manifested; a prejudice, an undeserved 
sympathy; some unconquered lust of the flesh. Surely 
one is sleeping on guard when any of these dark ser- 
pent’s heads thrusts itself out. A heroic and persistent 
effort to kill out the serpent is a good antidote for sleepi- 
ness. And the “keeping” command for this work is, 
“keep thy heart [the mind] with all diligence, for out of 
it are the issues of life.” Let them not be the issues of 
death. “Death and life are in the power of the tongue, 
and they that love it shall eat the fruit thereof.” There- 
fore, “keep thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from 
speaking guile.” “What meanest thou O sleeper? Arise 
and call thou upon thy God... that we perish not.” 
(Prov. 4: 23; 18:21; Ps. 34:18; Jonah 1:6). 


“The Lord is thy keeper; the Lord is thy shade upon thy 
right hand. The sun shall not smite thee by day, nor the 
moon by night.” (v. 5). No, the powers of earth, either 
great or small, shall not harm us if the Lord is our 
keeper. 


The Keeping Terms 


An old servant once was sent by his master on an 
important errand. Meeting with hearty success on his 
mission he gave as the explanation, “I, being in the way, 
the Lord led me.” If we keep “in the way” we can be 
assured of the Lord’s leading. But we must remember 
He coes not always lead through green pastures and by 
still waters. Sometimes it is necessary for our develop- 
ment to be led by devious ways, over rough and thorny 
taths and through turbulent waters. A calm sea does 
not develop a hardy sailor. When the Lord knows our 
capabilities He tests our strength. Was not the brave 
Paul shown how much he had to suffer for the name of 
Christ? Was not Abraham given the acid test? So, Chris- 
tian sailor, when the storm clouds grow thick, when the 
boisterous waves are rolling high and seem ready to 
overwhelm you, just remember you are on the old Ship 
of Zion; and though you may, in a moment of impatience, 
want to grasp the rudder and steer the ship in the way 
you think it should go, just submit to the Captain’s 
orders and He will guide the vessel safe into port, for 
“the Lord shall preserve (or keep) thee from all evil; 
he shall preserve thy soul. The Lord shall preserve thy 
going out and coming in from this time forth, and even 
for evermore.” (vs. 7, 8). 

Six times in this short Psalm is the sweet note of keep- 
ing struck, and how often the same note swells out in 
the songs of David—he who so often needed the Lord’s 
keeping. “I will say of the Lord, He is my refuge and my 
fortress; my God; in him will I trust .. . He shall cover 
thee with his feathers, and under his wings shalt thou 
trust; his truth shall be thy shield and buckler ... The 
eternal God is thy refuge; and underneath are the ever- 
lasting arms” (Ps. 91: 2, 4; Deut. 33: 27). What beauti- 
ful symbols of protection! Covered with His feathers— 
under His wings—upheld by His everlasting arms. All 
most appropriate figures of His power. Such wonderful, 
such hope-inspiring, such faith-strengthening promises! 
What greater incentives could we have to help us perform 
our part of the keeping? 

We are assured of God’s keeping in two ways. As 
quoted from Peter (I Pet. 1:5), we are “kept by the 
power of God through faith unto salvation.” Yes, through 
faith in His power —which is the gospel—and obedience 
thereto, we shall gain salvation. We are assured of this 
life in which to do the work, and eternal salvation at the 
end—the keeping of a loving Father through all eternity. 
But the gospel in and of itself is impotent and has no 
power to save. It is only when applied, when put into 
actual practice in the daily affairs of life, that its pre- 
serving power becomes effective. 

No shield or buckler is of any use unless worn, and 
they are not needed unless there is a battle. 

So if we would claim its protecting power we must 
read, understand, and keep its glorious precepts. This 
is the whole duty of man. This part of the “keeping” 
all depends upon ourselves. 

Then, when man is fulfilling his whole duty, he has 
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the assurance that “the angel of the Lord encampeth 
round about them that fear Him, and delivereth them... 
Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister 
for those who shall be heirs of salvation?” Surely in these 
troublous times we need the protection of the angel. But 
God will not do for us what we can do for ourselves. 
We must not tempt the Lord by putting ourselves in 
unnecessary dangers. 

He that keepeth Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep-—— 
now or ever. If we will do our little part to merit His safe 
shelter, Jehovah will protect us in eternal safety. Again 
and again throughout His Book of instruction the terms 
are stated. If we keep His law, statutes, ways, testi- 
monies, in short, His Word, His boundless promise is so 
very simply stated—but which is of limitless breadth and 
duration—in the closing words of the Book. “Blessed are 
they that do (keep) his commandments, that they may 
have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through 
the gates into the city.” Once inside the gate, we shall 
share everything that is beyond. 





Saviour, I Cling To Thee 


O holy Saviour, Friend unseen, 

The faint, the weak, on Thee may lean: 

Help me, throughout life’s varying scene, 
By faith to cling to Thee! 


Blest with communion so Divine, 

Take what Thou wilt, shall I repine, 

When, as the branches to the vine, 
My soul may cling to Thee? 


Without a murmur I dismiss 

My former dreams of earthly bliss; 

My joy, my recompense be this, 
Each hour to cling to Thee! 


What though the world deceitful prove, 
And earthly friends and joys remove? 
With patient uncomplaining love 

Still would I cling to Thee! 


Oft when I seem to tread alone 

Some barren waste with thorns o’ergrown, 

A voice of love, in gentlest tone, 
Whispers, “Still cling to Me!” 


Though faith and hope awhile be tried, 

I ask not, need not, aught beside: 

How safe, how calm, how satisfied, 
The souls that cling to Thee! 


They fear not life’s rough storms to brave, 

Since Thou art near, and strong to save; 

Nor shudder e’en at death’s dark wave; 
Because they cling to Thee! 


Blest is my lot, whate’er befall: 
What can disturb me, who appall, 
While, as my strength, my rock, my all, 
Saviour! I cling to Thee? 
—Selected. 


What Is Your Life? 


HE APOSTLE JAMES, educated in the wisdom of 
Tt God and speaking in his own practical, straight- 

forward manner, says, “It is even a vapor, that 
appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away.” 
Job, when discoursing upon the same subject, said, “Man 
that is born of a woman is of few days, and full of trou- 
ble.” The poet, speaking from the negative side, tells us 
what life is not: 


“To breathe, and wake, and sleep, 
To smile, to sigh, to grieve, 
To move in idleness through earth, 
This, this is not to live.” 


To the little child, life is a great new field full of in- 
terest and wonder. To the youth, life is joyous or mel- 
ancholy, interesting or tiresome, according to what hap- 
pens or fails to happen. To the middle aged, life becomes 
an endless round of business, care, toil, trouble and sor- 
row, perhaps a measure of worldly success, but punctu- 
ated withal with many disappointments and disillusion- 
ments. To the aged, life is spent mostly in looking back- 
ward, living in the past, with only a forward look to 
the end. 

We often hear the remark, “This life is all I know any- 
thing about and I intend to get all I can out of it.” Of 
course, the persons who make such remarks are without 
God and hope in the world. They have never looked for- 
ward by the eye of faith to the fulfillment of the promises 
of a mighty Creator who is able to rebuild a body and 
endow it with perpetual life. They have no anticipations 
of life on a higher plane filled with beauty, grandeur, 
power, glory, even with all the fullness of God. 

Getting the most out of life usually means a gratifica- 
tion of sensual desires, which to the majority easily spells 
excess. He who lives to eat and drink, play and revel; to 
pamper himself in whatever his soul lusts after, no doubt 
thinks he is enjoying life to the full; but the day comes all 
too soon when these things no longer satisfy, and the life 
inspired by no noble impulses, animated by no high ideals 
and urged by no fine incentives becomes empty, barren, 
desolate! Solomon gives us a vivid picture of such a life, 
comparing it to a field: “I went by the field of the sloth- 
ful, and by the vineyard of the man void of understand- 
ing; and, lo, it was all grown over with thorns, and net- 
tles had covered the face thereof, and the stone wall 
thereof was broken down.” 

What shall your life be? This depends upon what life 
you choose to live. He who lives solely to the gratification 
of the flesh follows the same law as the beast, which 
knows no higher law. True life worked out according 
to the plan of the Great Designer is the realization of the 
higher virtues, faith, love, courage, knowledge temper- 
ance, patience, brotherly kindness, charity. If these things 
be in us and abound, then shall we escape the corruption 
of the world and become partakers of the divine nature. 

But how can this life be realized? By following the 
example of Him who said, “I am come that they might 
have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.” 
And what was His example? “I came not to do mine own 
will, but the will of Him that sent me...I do always 
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those things that please Him.” And then the great rule 
is given: “Whosoever shall save his life [the life of the 
flesh] shall lose it; and whosoever shall lose his life for 
my sake, the same shall save it.” This is the whole story 
of true life in a nutshell. The Christian’s life is one of 
sacrifice, of giving up his own ways and thoughts and de- 
sires, losing the fleshly life that he may realize the better 
life now and gain that life which is to come. 

The weakling or the sensualist considers the sacrifice 
too great and pursues the downward way of desire where 
the descent is fatal. Following it, he obeys the same law 
as a body on an inclined plane. The velocity gained by 
every advancing step sweeps him on until he is no longer 
able to resist it. He has saved this life, he has indulged 
himself and sought his own pleasure, but he has lost the 
hundredfold life he might have enjoyed now and the 
more abundant eternal life of the future. 

Life is so fleeting at its best that we should be very 
temperate in the use of it; not waste it in idle drifting 
nor squander its resources in dissipation or immoderation 
of any kind. We bring into the world with us different 
gifts: one has received gold and another silver, a third 
marble or granite, most of us wood or clay. Our work is 
to fashion these substances. Every one knows that the 
most precious material may be spoiled in the process, and 
the most common may, by painstaking care and skill, 
become a thing of beauty and a joy forever. Let us work 
with all diligence to so fashion the material given us that 
we may present to the Giver in the day of reckoning a 
vessel unto honor, sanctified and fit for His use. And if 
we would reap the hundredfold now of joy and pleasure, 
friends and loved ones, peace and plenty, let us live the 
hundredfold life. 





“Do Thine Own Work And Know Thyself” 


N EXPLORING wild sections of the earth, the ocean, 
| and the unlimited spaces of the air, man has spent mil- 
lions of dollars, and thousands of lives have been sacri- 
ficed. It cannot be said that these efforts have been 
wasted. They have added materially to the knowledge 
and well-being of the human family. We of today in this 
land are vastly indebted to the adventurous spirit of those 
men who through untold hardships opened up this half 
of the world which was unknown five centuries ago. 
Through the efforts of those men and subsequent brave 
explorers a new world was discovered—by the will of 
God—and from the nucleus of those dauntless pioneers 
we behold the growth of our country and the freedom of 
speech and religion which permitted Truth to be devel- 
oped in this land. 

But in order to do such exploring as would make the 
heroes of the past seem most commonplace men, it is not 
necessary to expend great fortunes nor expose large 
numbers of men to certain death. Within each human 
being there lies a realm so vast, so potentially rich, that 
the New World of our ancestors would be but a trifle 
in comparison. This vastly greater exploration will 
require stout hearts and a fixed purpose before its 
treasures will be yielded. 

Our forefathers struggled with savages, wild beasts, 


deadly fevers, and famine before they succeeded in sub- 
duing the wilderness. The wildness of our natures con- 
tains worse enemies than they had to face. We must be 
willing to labor more mightily and courageously against 
these forces than did they in subduing the land. Eternal 
life is in the balance. 

There are quicksands and quagmires of doubt and des- 
pair in which we shall be lost if we do not take great care. 
There are fever-laden swamps of vice that must be 
opened to the Sun of Truth before the rich soil under- 
neath is available for use. There are temptations worse 
than the beasts, the red men, and the famine of pioneer 
days to be overcome before life in this newest world can 
be lived in safety. 

There are dense forests of habit to be cleared away 
Lefore fruits and grains to support the higher life may 
be produced. The taste, too, must be cultivated until a 
complete change has been wrought—the old no longer 
remains and only the fruits of the Spirit are desired. 
There are mighty mountains cf scif still to be conquered. 
There are vast prairies of deep soil covered with the 
tough weeds of pride, sensitiveness, and stubbornness, 
and infested with the entangled roots of bitterness, to be 
turned into fields of wisdom’s grain. 

If we persevere in the task of exploring our inner self 
we shall find there is no time for idleness. It has been 
said that the most difficult thing in life is to know one- 
self; but we shall be richly repaid for our labor, for in the 
end we shall find a new world more beautiful and grand 
than we have ever dreamed about, and “peace which 
passeth understanding.” 


“That man must daily wiser grow 
Whose search is bent himself to know; 
Impartially he weighs his scope, 
And on firm reason founds his hope; 
He tries his strength before the race, 
And never seeks his own disgrace! 

He knows the compass, sail, and oar, 
Or never launches from the shore; 
Before he builds, computes the cost, 
And in no true pursuit is lost. 

He learns the bounds of common sense, 
And safely walks within the fence; 
Thus, conscious of his own defect, 
Are pride and self-importance check’d.” 


We are witnesses to the fact that this can be done and 
that it has been accomplished. Our brave leader faced a 
world of spiritual ignorance and wickedness in high 
places when he set out upon his conquest. He blazed the 
trail for his followers and conquered apparently insur- 
mountable obstacles in bringing Truth from its seeming 
tomb, the while subduing self and making his will sub- 
servient to that of his Maker, thus leaving for us an 
unparalleled example of faith and courage. 

May our life, too, be determined by this dominant 
purpose, to the fulfillment of which every thought, every 
action contributes; for neither time nor accident can 
defeat us when we have this definite objective in view 
and cast off all that hinders us. 





Work is given to men, not only because the world needs 
it, but because the workman necds it. Work makes men. 
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The Wall Of Holiness 


HE CITY BUS driver was guiding the bus through 
ii the downtown traffic when suddenly an ambulance 
shot by with siren screaming. Quickly the passen- 
gers became alert, some craning their necks to see, while 
several children sitting in the rear sprang noisily to 
their feet, vainly trying to see the disappearing ambu- 
lance. People started to converse with each other. The 
little boy in the seat ahead of us plied his mother with 
questions, “Where are they going, Mother? Is somebody 
hurt? Do you suppose it is another little girl that got 
hurt? I hope it isn’t Nancy. Do you suppose it is Nancy, 
Mother ?” 

The woman next to me was so aroused—she must talk 
to someone. “Was not that a terrible thing about the little 
girl on Greig Street?” she volunteered. “The child ran 
right in front of the insurance agent’s car. What a shock 
it must have been to her parents! They said the mother 
was in a state of collapse when the ambulance arrived.” 

I agreed that it certainly was a terrible thing. 

The woman continued, “My children are not allowed to 
play in the street. Our yard is surrounded by a wall and 
the children know that they must not play outside of it. 
If this mother had taken such precautions for the safety 
of her child, it would not have met with this disaster.” I 
readily agreed that she was right and commended the 
wisdom of her policy. 

As we peruse the evidence, we find that God has pro- 
vided a wall of protection for His children and we are 
greatly privileged to share this grand enclosure, which 
is the wall of holiness. Only by a virtuous life does this 
wall of holiness exist. By purity of thought, speech and 
conduct, we rear a wall against the encroachments of the 
flesh vastly stronger, safer, and more enduring than any 
wall built by man. The Psalmist exclaimed, “Holiness 
becometh thine house, O Lord, forever” (Ps. 93:5). And 
again, “How excellent is thy lovingkindness, O God! 
Therefore the children of men put their trust under the 
shadow of thy wing” (36:7). 

God’s wall of holiness gives double protection. It shields 
us from contamination by evil from within or without. 
But a transformation of this scope is a time-consuming 
process, hence a workday must be provided. God’s wall 
of protection also provides this. We read in I Tim. 4:8, 
“Godliness is profitable unto all things, having promise 
of the life that now is, and of that which is to come.” We 
are assured that if doing God’s will premature death by 
disease or accident will not overtake us. We shall be 
given time enough to accomplish our work. 

God’s wall of safety is the only wall that gives real 
protection, nevertheless few seek its shelter. People lack 
foresight to see the glorious ending. They rebel against 
curbing their pride, their impatience, their foolishness, 
and indulgences contrary to God’s law. They say that 
God’s wall fences in their activities and keeps them con- 
fined within too narrow bounds. How vain such thoughts! 
God’s wall of holiness simply shuts owt the factors detri- 
mental to character building. It groups persons in such 
association as to encourage the development of Christians 
rather than just human beings. The restraint of this wall 
is only another provision that God, in His love, gives 


His children, to save them from sure destruction. All 
who enter and remain within its bounds shall delight in 
the freedom and joys of the future Kingdom of Christ 
and His saints. “They shall mount up with wings as 
eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall 
walk and not faint,” (Isa. 40:31). 

In the world today are many who have lost their free- 
dom through lack of self-control; too many are the 
wrecked lives of persons who would not be restrained. 
By refusing to be contained by the wall of moral virtue, 
they have lost their self-respect and peace of mind; they 
are filled with bitterness and discontent. Many of these 
longingly look out through prison bars. The restrictions 
of law and good moral living may look very inviting to 
them now, but alas, it is too late; they have lost their 
freedom, their good name, and the respect of their fellow 
men, They failed to recognize how much more freedom 
is obtained behind the wall of self-control than by yield- 
ing to the base instincts of their evil nature. Instead of 
fighting against their worst self, they allowed these 
human emotions to grow and build up walls of dishonesty, 
jealousy, suspicion, greed and the vices so prevalent in 
our times. Human nature is the same in any of us, and 
only by the help of God, of true friends, and an whole- 
some environment, can we become children of the great 
King, surrounded by walls of holiness. 

On the wall of holiness is written, “Be obedient chil- 
dren, instead of moulding yourselves to passions that 
once ruled the days of your ignorance; as He who called 
you is holy, so you must be holy too in all your conduct— 
for it is written, You shall be holy because I am holy” 
(I Pet. 1: 14—16). This wall of holiness is not reared 
without diligent effort on our part, and it is not main- 
tained without vigilance. Within these walls many a con- 
flict is encountered with the opposing natural incli- 
nations, but each battle victoriously fought, doubles our 
spiritual strength and adds to our power to resist. When 
we stand for God and His truth, He strengthens our 
hands against the enemy, whether it is the forces of 
darkness from without or the evil we contend with in 
our own natures. 

In the closing hours of the day of salvation, while the 
evening shadows are still lengthened out, how we need 
continually to seek refuge within these walls of holiness. 
Let us no more be found wandering outside of God’s 
enclosure on any of Babylon’s streets, be they ever so 
fair or inviting. In her most restricted areas, and on 
quiet lanes are houses of deceit, and gardens of forbidden 
flowers and fruits. Though many leave the shelter of 
these walls to join the multitudes traveling the downward 
road to destruction, we have no time to cast even a look 
at the vain allurements of the world without. Too many 
fatalities occur on the broad way; too many victims of 
the reckless speed of a world madly rushing to 
destruction. All our attractions and ambitions are inside 
the quiet enclosure we have made choice of; all our forces 
are set to work righteousness, thus studding these lovely 
walls with heavenly virtues pleasing to our Heavenly 
Father. As well trained children of light, a single aim 
is ours. “One thing have I desired of the Lord, that will I 
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seek after; that I may dwell in the house of the Lord 
all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, 
and to enquire in his temple” (Ps. 27: 4). 

The faithful Moses desired the protection of this wall 
of holiness. He exclaimed in reverent awe, “Who is like 
unto thee O Lord, among the gods? who is like thee, glori- 
ous in holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders?” (Ex. 
15:11). He allowed nothing to stand in his way of obtain- 
ing the best. It is said of him, “He preferred sharing the 
burden of God’s people to enjoying the temporary advan- 
tages of alliance with a sinful nation. He considered the 
‘reproach of Christ’ more precious than all the wealth of 
Egypt, for he looked steadily at the ultimate, not the 
immediate, reward” (Heb. 11: 25, 26, Phillips Trans.). 
Shall we be less wise with so many advantages and so 
much fulfilled prophecy to strengthen our faith? 

The trials and temptations that we encounter from day 
to day, the dull and wearisome tasks, are blessings in 


disguise, for thesc—patiently endured—are the greatest 
of all aids to surround us with holiness. Let us make 
the most of them by allowing each experience to make us 
stronger, for the joy ahead. Truly we shall be more than 
a mil.ion times repaid when invited to sit down with 
those noble characters of old who made their common 
nature great and beautiful by dwelling more and more 
wiihin God’s wall of holiness. 

They sought its refuge until it became their constant 
habitation, until completely surrounded by it. 

The days are speeding by. Let us waste none of them 
but be on the alert and make the wise choice to daily and 
hourly seek the protection of God’s wall of holiness. 
“Follow peace with all men and holiness without which 
no man shall see the Lord,” then riches, honor, wisdom, 
strength, beauty and power to travel with the freedom 
of the wind will be ours, and we shall be protected by 
the walls of salvation to go no more out forever. 





Dangerww 


S WE TRAVEL the highways, whether to work, on 
AX vastness, or for pleasure, we are familiar with the 
STOP sign. At every properly marked dangerous 
intersection we find these signs bearing the word STOP. 
The word is a warning to be careful, steady, sharp-sighted 
and wise. 

Of course, just to see the sign means nothing. We must 
have learned what to do under such circumstances, and 
with quick decision do it, for the important factor of 
safety is not knowledge, but action. When heeded the 
Stop sign helps avoid physical injury, property loss, and 
even death by accident. 

There is also another kind of travel, and on a vastly 
different type of road, it too has its “STOP” signs. This 
road is the highway of holiness, the “strait” and “narrow” 
way to life, in which we all should want to travel. But 
there are many dangerous intersections. The Highway 
of Life is frequently intersected by the road of Sin and 
death. For the sake of safety the proper authorities, 
Jesus, the prophets and apostles, have placed signs 
similar to the ones so often seen, but displaying the word 
“watch.” Watch lest some destructive emotion, anger, 
impatience, malice, hatred, pride, discouragement, self- 
esteem, or evil thoughts and motives, as we blindly rush 
over the highway of sin, should crash into us at some 
point of travel. 

Whenever the interests of the flesh would interfere 
with the interests of the Spirit, we are at a dangerous 
intersection. 

As in the common experience, to see the sign means 
nothing if not heeded; so in the spiritual. We must have 
knowledge sufficient to carry us through the emergencies. 
This knowledge we get through the study of the Scrip- 
tures. But everyone knows that whether driving or walk- 
ing, the capable, clear-thinking traveler, who knew what 
to do but carelessly failed to do it, would eventually reap 
injury or death. Hence we see that knowledge, while 
essential, must be coupled with action to be of maximum 
value at the crossroads of life. 





Quterwectiows 


Now let us see how these roads intersect, and ponder 
some of the evils that might prevent our reaching the 
joyful, happy end of our journey on life’s highway. It 
may be the desire for pastimes, useless and harmful, 
forbidden the Christian, that crosses our determination 
to “deny ungodliness and worldly lusts.” Or perhaps when 
someone kindly points out a fault to us, that unpleasant, 
choky feeling, comes over us, and the temptation to be 
resentful or defiant crosses our path of duty to be thank- 
ful for the helpful interest. 

Then there is that most detestable characteristic, lying 
—often starting with just a little cunning evasion— 
developing into actual falsehood telling, which crosses 
the Christian’s aim to always tell the truth. It is possible 
too that someone might falsely accuse us, make an unkind 
remark, or intentionally speak the word that ruffles us. 
Right here a feeling of senitiveness develops, a temp- 
tation to make an angry retort crosses the highway of 
duty to “let patience have her perfect work,” and refrain 
one’s tongue from evil. All these are “dangerous inter- 
sections,” and demand supreme watchfulness and con- 
trol. 

When something needs doing and we refuse to put our 
shoulder to the wheel simply because we feel we are doing 
our share already, the inclination to indulge in stubborn- 
ness, or rebellion, crosses our determination to be meek 
and humble. And we are told that “pride goeth before 
destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall.” And 
stubbornness, that feeling which we like to call determi- 
nation, and which the Bible says is “as iniquity and 
idolatry,” many times crosses our endeavor to be willing 
and obedient. 

The foregoing are only a few of the hazards at these 
dangerous intersections, at which places we will either 
master or be mastered. 

In everyday life we would heed the “STOP” sign, with 
wisdom slowing down to a point where our machine is 
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Meditations 
On the Word 


“And thou, Solomon my son, know thou the God of thy 
father, and serve him with a perfect heart, and with a willing 
mind: for the Lord searcheth all hearts, and understandeth 
all the imaginations of the thoughts: if thou seek him, he will 
be found of thee; but if thou forsake him, he will cast thee 
off forever” (I Chron. 28: 9). 

King David, stricken in years and feeble in body, has 
abdicated in favor of Solomon his favorite son, in a hasty 
move to crush a rebellion headed by another son, Adoni- 
jah, who aspires to the throne. Upon the accession of 
Solomon the revolution has collapsed, for the time, and 
now the aged ex-monarch has assembled his officers to 
bid them farewell. In the midst of the nation’s disorders, 
the thing still nearest his heart is his cherished ambition 
of many years to build or have built a fitting temple for 
Jehovah, and he takes this opportunity to charge Solomon 
with the task, ending with the gem of fatherly advice in 
the text quoted above. Surely no wiser counsel was ever 
given by a father to his beloved son, and the advice is 
for us no less than for Solomon (Romans 15: 4). 

To know the God of our fathers is to understand His 
law, His will for us. Solomon had great advantages, being 
instructed by angels, by visions, by the direct word of 
the prophets. We can know our Creator only through His 
works and His revealed Word. “Whereby, when ye read, 
ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of 
Christ” (Eph. 3:4). This knowledge is by no means uni- 
versal in this age, or even popular, only a “very small 
remnant” being in the way of understanding. 

To know in the full meaning of the verb is to do the 
things learned, for knowledge without practice is like a 
flower without fruit. Nor will a dilettante or desultory 
practice be effective, if salvation is our goal; it is all or 
nothing. Perfection is the Divine standard, yesterday and 
today and forever. Those who deny the possibility of 
perfection of character will argue that our actions do not 
so much matter so long as our heart is right. The fact of 
the matter is, if our heart is right, our actions will as a 
matter of course be the same, so that a perfect heart is 
synonymous with a perfect life. Perfection is not an im- 
possible task; it simply means the keeping of all the com- 
mandments of God. If one precept can be kept, then two 
can; and so on to the end of the analogy, which brings us 
to perfection. Inversely, if one breach of the law could be 
tolerated, it opens the way for the violation of every com- 
mandment, rendering the entire law null and void. Cer- 
tainly the Almighty would give us no laws which we could 
not keep, nor any which He did not intend for us to obey. 

This perfection of character is no easy task, nor will it 
ever be attained without the next adjunct mentioned, “a 
willing mind.” A grudging, reluctant, backward-looking 
service is worse than useless. Unless all willingness and 
joyfulness enters into the work, we will never go far to- 
ward attaining the “measure of the stature of the fulness 
of Christ.” “I delight to do thy will, O my God,” cried the 
sweet singer of Israel, “yea, thy law is within my heart” 
(Psalm 40:8). Delight is a strong word, but even that 


is not enough: the highest point, the ultimate, is reached 
in the apostle Paul’s term, “Glorying.” “God forbid that 
that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I 
unto the world” (Gal. 6: 14). The thing in which we not 
only delight but actually glory will be our all in all, our 
meat and drink, the dominant chord, the undertone and 
overtone of our whole lives. “Glorying in the cross” im- 
plies not only our personal, individual relations with our 
God, but a certain esprit de corps, an ardent loyalty to 
nd — and to His Church—the unity of the body of 
rist. 


We may as well make up our minds to give the Creator 
the kind of service He requires, or take the broad way 
with the masses—one thing or the other—for we cannot 
fool God, no matter how hard we try. We may deceive 
ourselves, we may deceive our fellow men, but we cannot 
deceive the Almighty, for “the Lord searcheth all hearts, 
and understandeth all the imaginations of the thoughts.” 
He understands us far better than we understand our- 
selves, for we are His workmanship. He, being our Cre- 
ator, knows what restraint and guidance we need, and 
has provided laws fitted especially to our race. To doubt 
or to break one of the least of His commandments is to 
question the wisdom of the Lawgiver, a presumptuous 
and fatal thing to do. King David spoke these words from 
the depths of bitter experience, for more than once he 
had tried to “climb up some other way,” and had found 
in every case that it did not pay. 

“If thou seek him, he will be found of thee: but if thou 
forsake him, he will cast thee off forever.” And He means 
just that, no more and no less. God will meet us more 
than half-way, but the first move is ours. There is no 
compulsion: He will never save men or women against 
their will; but if we seek Him with a perfect heart and 
a willing mind, we will find at the end of the way a 
reward far above all we could, with our limited mental 
powers, imagine in our fondest dreams. Riches and honor 
are in the left hand of the Wisdom of God, and in her 
right hand length of days, even eternal life, free from 
disease, decay, pain or sorrow. And on the other hand, if 
at the Great Assize we find ourselves on the wrong side, 
cast off for ever, there will be no sorrow like unto our 
sorrow, with only ourselves to blame. “Behold therefore 
the goodness and severity of God: on them which fell, 
severity; but toward thee, goodness, if thou continue in 
his goodness: otherwise thou also shalt be cut off” (Rom. 
11: 22). 

The record reveals the depressing fact that all this 
excellent advice was, in the long run, lost upon Solomon. 
After a most promising beginning, his weaknesses soon 
came to light. That would have been a good thing, had he 
been willing to do something about them, but he was not. 
His great prosperity had turned his head; and more and 
more he trusted in material things, until from a wise and 
humble child he came to be an old and foolish king, who 
would no more be admonished (Eccl. 4: 13). Did Solomon 
realize that he was describing himself? We wonder. There 
is no excuse for Solomon, who, with all his wisdom, so 
blindly and stupidly threw away his own eternal life. One 
of the most tragic and sorrowful figures at the Judgment 
will be this once magnificent king of Israel, when across 
the wasted years come those long forgotten words of his 
aged father, “If thou forsake him, he will cast thee off 
for ever.” 





Questions and Answers 


“I am sure I don't pray as much as I should but I have 
never been able to see where it would be very much 
benefit. In other words I have never known of an instance 
where prayer changed anything. Not even for Christ. No 
doubt it makes our burdens easier to bear, but not unless 
we are reconciled to God’s will. Am I wrong?” 


Prayer is the most direct connection we have with our 
heavenly Father. He sees the struggle each one of His 
children has with his problems in his efforts to serve 
Him, And it is both a privilege and duty to implore His 
help. The more fervently we desire it the more we will 
receive. From a study of the Bible we see this was a 
source of strength for all the noble characters whose 
lives are recorded. Prayer is one of the commands the 
Father gave us, and Jesus taught His disciples to pray. 
There are many circumstances related in the Bible in 
which serious problems were relieved and decisions made 
as the result of fervent prayer. Sometimes prayer was 
also accompanied by fasting, when the situation was 
sufficiently grave. 

When Daniel was concerned over the future of Jeru- 
salem and poured out his soul to God did he not receive 
a wonderful answer? To be sure it did not change God’s 
decree of the destruction of Jerusalem because of their 
wickedness, but it must have been of immeasurable com- 
fort to have the visit from the angel Gabriel at such a 
time and receive such knowledge of future events, and 
especially to hear those words, “Thou art greatly 
beloved.” It is possible that visit helped him to stand 
firm before king Belshazzar and courageously speak the 
truth. Daniel surely benefited from that prayer. 

Do you recall the angel’s reply to Cornelius’ prayer? 
“Thy prayer and thine alms are come up for a memorial 
before God.” This shows how God esteems the prayer of 
His faithful children. 

Our great example Jesus was often found in prayer. 
On one occasion it is recorded that He prayed all night. 

You said you did not see how it changed anything 
even for Jesus. Prayer might not necessarily avert trial 
if it be the Lord’s will for us to pass through it, but it 
greatly strengthens the petitioner, thus aiding him to 
bear trial. You are correct that prayer will not help 
unless we are reconciled to the Lord’s will, for the answer 
is often negative, but it could help us become reconciled 
to His will. 

It was no easy thing for our Master to bring Himself 
to give up His life; He was young and knew He was 
innocent. In His heartfelt earnest prayer He said, “If 
it be possible let this cup pass from me, nevertheless not 
as I will but, but as thou wilt.” It did not alter the fact 
that His life would be taken, but did it not change Jesus’ 
attitude? It was after that prayer, you remember, that 
the angel appeared to Him and strengthened Him, and 
what did He do then? He “prayed more earnestly” (Luke 
22:44). The answer in the form of the angel’s visit 
helped steady Him through that great trial so there was 
praise on His lips as He cried, “My God, My great God, 
How great, how wonderful is My release!” While His 
prayer did not change the trying ordeal, it helped change 
His nature to undergo the trial and not weaken. Without 
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that constant feeling of the Father’s presence could He 
not easily have weakened and instead of answering 
Pilate : “Most certainly I am a King,” have said, Of course 
I am no king. That is all it would have taken to have saved 
His life at that time. 

Though angels do not visibly appear to us in these 
days and talk to us directly as they did in olden times, 
we can still entreat the help of our Heavenly Father, 
and the closer we keep in touch with Him the more we 
receive impressions of His will for us. In this age the 
medium of prayer is even more valuable and it is a great 
power in our lives. 

We are reminded in Hebrews 4, that Jesus is not a 
high priest which “cannot be touched with the feeling 
of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as 
we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come boldly 
unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and 
find grace to help in time of need.” As a verse of one 
of our hymns says: “Never a trial but he is there.” He 
knows the struggle we are having and is ready to help. 
Therefore we should come boldly to the throne of grace 
and receive that help. Nothing is hidden from Him, so 
let us come bodly to ask help of Him. For He is ready to 
give it. 

Our prayer in your behalf is that in the future, prayer 
will be a more vital part of your life, for we are confident 
it will accelerate your spiritual progress. 


Dangerous Intersections 


(Continued from page 9) 


under complete control, or take every precaution if on 
foot. In the spiritual we should do as well, responding 
to the warning-sign, “Watch.” When the temptation to 
allow the “perversity of human nature” to lead to stub- 
bornness, anger, sensitiveness, disrespect, dishonesty, 
comes, if wise we will avoid them and the harm they 
bring. 

Let us act quickly! Remember, what we call “time 
enough” may prove little enough. We must strive to 
maintain the Christian graces of love, joy, peace, gentle- 
ness, goodness, meekness, temperance, patience, kindness 
—and gratitude. 

Each time we safely pass one of these familiar, but 
dangerous intersections we gain strength, we gain self- 
control, and are better able to get beyond the next inter- 
section, nearer to the end of our journey where joys 
and pleasures such as “eye hath not seen nor ear heard, 
neither have entered into the heart of man” await us. 

And if we succeed in avoiding all the evils which cause 
disaster, unhappiness, and finally sweep to destruction, 
and reach the magnificent end of the road of right and 
truth, we shall see the glowing sign reading “Welcome 
Home” because we have been good watchmen. 

What a welcome that will be for the overcomers! Shall 
you gain it? Shall I? 
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©) Thou 
C ternal 
One! 


(An Ode to the Deity) 


O Thou eternal One! whose presence bright 
All space doth occupy, all motion guide, 
Unchanged through Time’s all-devastating flight, 
Thou only God! there is no God beside! 
Being above all beings! Mighty One! 
Whom none can comprehend and none explore, 
Who fill’st existence with thyself alone; 
Embracing all, supporting, ruling o’er, 
Being whom we call God, whom we adore! 


In its sublime research, Philosophy 
May measure out the ocean deep, may count 
The sands or the sun’s rays; but, God, for thee 
There is no weight nor measure; none can mount 
Up to thy omniscience; Reason’s brightest spark, 
Unkindled by thy light, in vain would try 
To trace thy counsels; their minds so dark 
That thought is lost ere thought can soar so high, 
Lost like past moments in eternity. 


Thou in the endless ages past and gone 
Didst form and shape the earth; O Lord on thee 
Eternity had its foundation; all 
Sprang forth from thee—of light, joy, harmony— 
Sole origin; all life, all beauty, thine. 
Thy hand created all, and doth create; 
Thy splendor fills all space with rays divine. 
Thou art, and wert, and shalt be, Glorious! Great! 
Life-giving, life-sustaining Potentate! 


Thy chains the unmeasured universe surround, 
Upheld by thee, by thee inspired with breath; 
Thou the beginning with the end hast bound, 
And, in thy wisdom, mingled life and death! 
As sparks mount upward from the fiery blaze, 
So suns are born, so worlds spring forth from thee, 
And as the spangles in the sunny rays 
Shine round the silver snow, the pageantry 
Of heaven’s bright army glitters in thy praise. 


A million torches, lighted by thy hand, 
Wander unwearied through the blue abyss; 

They own thy power, accomplish thy command, 
All filled with life, all eloquent with bliss. 

What shall we call them? Worlds of crystal light? 
A glorious company of golden streams? 

Lamps of celestial ether, burning bright? 
Suns lighting systems with their joyous beams?— 
But thou to these art as the noon to night. 


Yes! as a drop of water in the sea, 
All this magnificence in thee is lost; 
What are ten thousand worlds compared to thee? 
And what am I, then?—Heaven’s unnumbered host, 
Though multiplied by myriads, and arrayed 
In all the glory of sublimest thought, 
Is but an atom in the balance, weighed 
Against thy greatness—is a cipher brought 
Against infinity! Oh! what am I, then?—Naught. 


Naught! Yet the effulgence of thy light divine, 
Pervading worlds, hath reached my bosom too; 
Yes! In my spirit doth thy wisdom shine, 
As shines the sunbeam in a drop of dew. 
Naught!—but I live, and on hope’s pinions fly 
Eager toward thy mercy; for in thee 
I live, and breathe, and dwell; aspiring high, 
Even to the throne of thy divinity, 
By cleansing now from all iniquity, 


Thou art! directing, guiding all. Thou art! 
Direct my understanding, then, to thee; 
Control my spirit, guide my wandering heart: 
Though but an atom midst immensity, 
Still I am something fashioned by thy hand! 
Pray help me serve in faith my course on earth 
As near the ending of man’s rule I stand, 
Close to the realms where angels have their birth, 
Just on the boundary of the glory-land! 


The realm of being is complete in me; 

In me is matter’s last gradation lost; 
And the next step is—immortality! 

Made in thy image, who am now but dust! 

A monarch and a priest with Christ for God! 
Whence came I here, and how? so marvelously 
Constructed and conceived! Unknown:—this clod 
Lives surely through some higher energy! 

For from itself alone it could not be! 


Creator, yes! Thy wisdom and Thy Word 
Create anew! thou source of life and good! 
Thou comfort of my spirit, and my Lord! 
Thy light, Thy truth, in their bright plenitude, 
Filled me with an immortal hope to spring 
O’er the abyss of death; with angels wear 
The garments of eternal day, and wing 
My heavenly flight beyond this little sphere, 
Some day to Thee, its Source, its Author, there. 


—Sel. and alt. 











